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MAILBOX BIBLE COURSE
WELCOME PAGE

Welcome to our Mailbox Bible Study Course. We are glad to be able to serve the Lord and you in

thisway. Many are being saved and hel ped through these smple Bible lessons.
We suggest that you try to do one lesson each week. Thiswill keep your interest in them active.
We send dl lessonsin plain text, or PDF which is much better to print
We suggest that you print these out and put them in abinder to study and for future use.
Heresdl you do:
1.. Read the lesson carefully.
2.. Fill in the answer shest.
3.. Email it back to us.

Always follow the ingruction in filling out the test. Y our full name and address should accompany
your firgt test. To do the test page, highlight the page and then copy and pagteiit to me. If you have any
difficult please email me We will grade your lesson and return it to you with you next lesson.

These lessons have been scanned and may contain typing errors. We would gppreciate any that

you point out to us.

May God richly bless you as you proceed.
Y our Ingtructor:

Harold Smith Phone 1-902-643-2199
All Courses are copyright and may not be used as Cour ses without permission

WELCOMETO TIMELY TOPICSA SERIOUSSTUDY OF BIBLE DOCTRINES

These lessons are from materia published by Spread the Word, Y ork, Penna, who edit "Milk and
Honey." The Publisher, Steve Hulshizer, has gracioudy granted me the permission to incorporate them
into Bible Lessons. | acknowledge his gracious permission.

Herearejust some of the topicsyou will study:
The Bible What isit dl About?
Isthe Bible Redly True?
The Trinity - One God or three?
Is Jesus Chrigt God?
Can we know that we are saved?
Baptism, Does is Save?
Do Heaven and Hell redly exit?
Resurrection or Reincarnation?
The Church - What isit?
Marks of aN.T. Church
The Future- What'sin it?
The Sabbath
Tongues, Arethefor Today?
One World Under Whom?
These lessons have been scanned and may contain typing errors. We would gppreciate any hat you
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point out to us.

LESSON 1 THE BIBLE WHAT ISIT ALL ABOUT. PART 1

THE BIG PICTURE

There are four kinds of people in the world. There are those who have never read the Bible. There
are those who have read parts of it, but quit reading it because they did not understand it. Then there
are those who have read the Bible and understood it, but quite frankly were drawn away by something
of much lessimportance. Lagtly there are those who have read it, and are dtill reading it with greeat
enjoyment and blessing.

Y ou may have never read the Bible. Either because you just did not care to, or you felt like you
could not understand it if you did. Perhaps you have been taught and believe that only theologians can
understand it. Well, you can understand the Bible, and it is not just for theologians.

On the other hand it is very possible that you have tried to read the Bible but you did not get very
far. It al seemed s0 strange to you. This may have been because you started reading in the wrong
place, or because you smply approached it with the attitude that you would never understand it
anyway. For whatever the reason, you never did understand what it is al about.

The purpose of this short booklet isto give you an overview of whet the Bibleisdl about. In just a
few short minutes you will seethat there isa story that runs from the beginning to the end of your Bible.
It isnot just acollection of 66 unrelated books. They are related and there is a sory that runs through
the whole Bible. Knowing the main story of the Bible makes understanding the individud parts alot
easer. It islike putting a puzzle together. If you have the big picture it is much easier to put the pieces
together. Many people approach the Bible with no idea of what it is all about, and thus have great
difficulty in underganding it.

Before you go further there is one important thing you must know about the Bible. The Bibleis not
just a history book. Nor isit just areligious book. It isaspiritua book. It is God's Word for mankind.
The fact that the Bible is God's Word can seen in many ways. Oneis the fact that the 66 books
contained in the Bible were written by over 40 writers over a 1,500 year period. The mgority of the
writers never knew each other, and came from different countries and a great diversity of backgrounds
and educationd levels. Among its writers were shepherds, kings, alawyer, a doctor, servants,
fisherman, and prophets. Despite the fact that many of these writers never knew each other, and came
from such varied backgrounds, and wrote over such an expanse of time, their writings fit together to
form one story. Truly, the Bible is a supernaturd book!

Another way that we can see that the Bible is God's Word is that despite man's ddliberate attempts
to destroy it at various pointsin history, it has survived over the centuries and more copies of it have
been printed than any other book. It has dso been printed in more languages than any other book.

But the greatest evidence that the Bible is God's Word for man is the impact it has made on the
lives of men and women. For example, the world hastried every effort to rehabilitate men and women
in our prisons. Everyoneis aware that this has failed miserably. However, there are thousands of men
and women in prisons today who are different than when they went into prison. So different, that
wardens of many prisons are delighted to have Bibles distributed to the prisoners, and for Bible studies
to be conducted with the prisoners. Where thisis not possible, many prisoners are taking Bible
correspondence courses. Theimpact on their livesis supernatural! Now this supernatural changein
livesis not isolated to those in our nation's prisons. Many people from different backgrounds and levels
of society have experienced this same change in their lives. The Bible has no socid, racid, geographicd,
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or economica boundaries. It is God's spiritua book for dl mankind. Revelation 5:9." And they sung
a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the sealsther eof: for thou
wagt dain, and hast redeemed usto God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and
people, and nation.."

Sincethe Bibleis a spiritud book we need God's help in underdanding it. We must cometo it with
agpirit of dependence upon its Author (2 Timothy 3:16). " All scriptureis given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness:”

With thisin mind please take a moment right now and ask God to help you understand His Word.
Tdl Him that it is your desre to know what the Bible is dl about, and that you want His hdp in this
regard. Y our prayer need not be long or formal, but smply sincere. Y our dependence on God to show
you His Word is very important in your understanding of it. (Pause to pray.)

A KEY WORD

A key word that will help you understand what the Bibleis dl about is"Government.” A smple
definition of "government” isthat it isan "order of authority.” The centrd sory of the Bible is one of
"authority,” or "government.”  Itisvery important for you to understand that government is essentia
for order and happiness. Without government, or an order of authority, everyone does what he or she
pleases, and thisresults in chaos. The same chaos that we see in much of the world, and growing even
in our own country, and unfortunatdy in our own lives at times. People just do what they want to do,
and they even do it openly. Whether it be drugs, immorality, crime, dishonesty, pornography, or
disrespect for authority in generd, the absence of a sense of accountahility to a higher authority leadsto
disorder, and much sorrow and pain.

Now in any order of authority there are two things that must be present in order for there to be
harmony and blessing. These are "loving authority,” and "willing submission.” If these two things are
present in any order of authority there will be peace and blessing. Thisistrue whether it bein a
marriage, in the home, in the business world, or in human government. If those in authority lovingly lead
those under them, and those under authority willingly submit to those in authority over them, order and
blessing will aways be the outcome.

How does government and these two ingredients for order and blessing fit into the Bible?

THE BEGINNING

In the beginning of the Biblewe aretold very plainly that God created the heavens and
the earth (Genesis 1:1). You will notice that the Bible assumes that thereis a God, and makes no
attempt to prove thisfact. It has been wisdy said, "There are no child atheigts.” Implied in this Satement
isthat every child comesinto the world believing in the existence of God. It takes man's schools to
educate him differently.

Now the God of creation isa God of order (1 Corinthians 14:33). " For God isnot the author
of confusion, but of peace, asin all churches of the saints.”

In whatever God creates He establishes government. Take the human body for example. The
physical body is directed by the brain. Every member of the body does not "do its own thing." If your
hand begins to shake without any direction to do so by your brain, you redize that something is out of
order. God has established an order of authority within the human body.

Not only did God establish government within the human body, He so established it among the
angds The Bible clearly indicates that amongst the angels there are different levels of authority. The
angd Lucifer was very high, perhaps the highest of dl the angds|saiah 14:12-15; " How art thou
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fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which
didst weaken the nations! For thou hast said in thine heart, | will ascend into heaven, | will
exalt my throne abovethe starsof God: | will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in
the sides of the north: | will ascend above the heights of the clouds; | will be like the most
High. Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sdes of the pit."

Ezekid 28:12-19 " Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say unto
him, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty.
Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone wasthy covering, the
sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald,
and the carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipeswas prepared in
theein the day that thou wast created. Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and |
have set thee s0: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in
the midst of the stones of fire. Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast
created, till iniquity wasfound in thee. By the multitude of thy merchandise they havefilled
the midst of thee with violence, and thou hast sinned: thereforel will cast thee as profane out
of the mountain of God: and | will destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the
stones of fire. Thine heart waslifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy
wisdom by reason of thy brightness: | will cast theeto theground, | will lay thee before kings,
that they may behold thee. Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine
iniquities, by theiniquity of thy traffick; thereforewill I bring forth afirefrom the midst of
thee, it shall devour thee, and | will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them
that behold thee. All they that know thee among the people shall be astonished at thee: thou
shalt beaterror, and never shalt thou be any more."

Under him were archangds, who in turn had authority over other angels. Jude 9" Yet Michael the
archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of M oses, dur st not
bring againgt him arailing accusation, but said, The Lord rebukethee."

When God finished creating the world, and the anima and plant life, He then established man asthe
Governor over it. Man was to govern the earth for God. Genesis 1:26-28, " And God said, L et us
make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over thefish of the
sea, and over thefowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God created man in hisown image, in the
image of God created he him; male and female created hethem. And God blessed them, and
God said unto them, Befruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdueit: and have
dominion over thefish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that
moveth upon the earth.”

He had God-given authority to do so. Man was not, however, on his own. He was under God's
loving authority and responsible to his Cregtor for his actions. God had provided everything man
needed for happiness, and man enjoyed a harmonious relationship with His Cregtor. Thisis how the
Bible begins. It begins with peace and blessing that comes when man willingly submits to the loving
authority of his Cregtor.

THE REJECTION OF GOD'S GOVERNMENT

The Bible records for us the fact that the angdl Lucifer rebelled againgt God's order of government.
Disstisfied with his very high position in angdlic government, he desired to be like God. As aresult of
thishefdl from his high postion (Isaiah 14:12, 14). Despite this fact he continues to function in
rebellion. The Bible clearly indicates that he is a defeated enemy of God and will ultimately be cast into
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the lake of fire, which was designed specificaly for him and the angels that followed him in his rebdlion
agang God'sloving authority. Matthew 25:41 " Then shall he say also unto them on the left
hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and hisangels.”
Revelation 20: 10" And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fireand
brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night
for ever and ever." While he awaits that day he continuesto lead arebdlion against God'srule.

In Genesis chapter 3 we read of Satan's attempt to get man to rebel against God's loving rule as
well . Genesis 3:1-6. " Now the serpent was mor e subtil than any beast of thefield which the
LORD God had made. And he said unto thewoman, Y ea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of
every tree of the garden? And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of
thetrees of thegarden: But of thefruit of thetree which isin the midst of the garden, God
hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall yetouch it, lest ye die. And the serpent said unto
the woman, Ye shall not surely die: For God doth know that in the day ye eat ther eof, then
your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. And when the
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and atreeto
be desired to make one wise, shetook of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her
husband with her; and hedid eat."

He decelved Eve into thinking that God's will for her was "redrictive,” not "loving." Heled her to
believe that God was holding something back from her, and if shewould "govern” her own life, that she
too could be God. Believing this, she disobeyed God's ingtructions. Adam, as the head of the human
race, was faced with a difficult choice. Would he follow his wife and egt of the forbidden fruit, or would
he remain loya to God? Would his naturad love for his God-given wife govern his choice, or would his
love for his Creator govern his choice? With full knowledge of God's will he regected God's loving
authority and took things into his own hands. Mankind, as represented by their head, Adam, had
rgjected God's loving government over them. Romans 5:12; 19" Wher efore, asby oneman sin
entered into theworld, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have
sinned: V. 19, For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the
obedience of one shall many be made righteous."

The Bible teeches very clearly that every human being that has followed in Adam's race has done
thesame. Romans 3:23. " For all have sinned, and come short of theglory of God;"

Just asthe trees and animas would aways reproduce after their kind, Genesis 1:11,21, 24, "
And God said, Let theearth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree
yielding fruit after hiskind, whose seed isin itsdf, upon the earth: and it wasso. V.21 And
God created great whales, and every living creatur e that moveth, which the water s brought
forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after hiskind: and God saw that it
wasgood. V.24 And God said, L et the earth bring forth the living creature after hiskind,
cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after hiskind: and it was s0." s0too man. This
explains why we never need to teach our children to lie or stedl. Thisrebelious nature is passed on
from one generation to the next , Psalm 51.5; " Behold, | was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my
mother conceive me."

Ephesians 2:3. " Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of
our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and wer e by naturethe children of
wrath, even asothers."

Thisrebdlion againg the loving rule of God is called "gn." Every time we act contrary to God's
expressed will for man, we sin. We have dl sinned (Romans 3:23). We have dl governed our own
lives, and lived as we wanted to live. We have dl disobeyed the expressed will of aloving God. But it
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isn't just God's will that we have snned againgt, we have rgected our Creator, Romans 1:25 " Who
changed thetruth of God into a lie, and wor shipped and served the creature more than the
Creator, who isblessed for ever. Amen."

When achild disobeys his parents, he not only disobeys their commandment, but he aso offends
them. The parents are hurt. So too with God. A loving Crestor, who wants the best for mankind has
been hurt by those He created. Have you ever thought of that with regard to your own life?

All of the disorder and sorrow in the world today, and al of the disorder and sorrow in your life, is
aresult of an. It istheresult of rgecting God's government! It is the result of man running his own life,
rather than dlowing aloving, and dl-wise Creator to govern it for him. Think of it, it al began when
man disobeyed God (Romans 5: 19).

Not only had man rgjected God's loving rule, but in so doing he came under the rule of Satan.
Ephesians 2:1-3; " And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespassesand sins;
Wherein in time past ye walked according to the cour se of thisworld, according to the prince
of the power of theair, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: Among
whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the
desires of the flesh and of the mind; and wer e by natur e the children of wrath, even as
others."

1 John 3:8, 10; 5:19; "Hethat committeth sin isof the devil; for the devil sinneth from the
beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works
of the devil. V.10, In thisthe children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil:
whosoever doeth not righteousnessisnot of God, neither he that loveth not hisbrother. 5:19
And we know that we are of God, and the wholeworld lieth in wickedness."

Heisacrud, unloving master, who has no love for those under hisrule. Heisin fact a destroyer of
men. Look at the world and ask yoursdlf if Satan has been aloving master. How does Satan rule over
this falen world and over mankind? By controlling their mindsl He is a deceiver. He will use any means
to deceive man. He provides aworld of pleasure to hide the truth of impending judgment against a
rebdlious world. He provides fase religion to deceive man into thinking he is right with God, when in
fact, man continues to govern hisown life, and live as he pleases. Thisiswhy Chrigt said, "Ye shdl
know the truth, and the truth shal set you freg" last thing Satan wants is for man to see the truth,
because it will set man free from hisrule. It isfor this very reason he hastried to destroy the Bible, and
if he can not do that, to keep men and women from reading it!

TEST PAGE LESSON 1
It would help us grestly if you would put your answersin CAPITAL LETTERS.

1. How many kinds of people read the Bible?

2. The Bibleis not just a history book, but it isa Book aswdll.
3. What is the key word of the Bible?

4. Towhom did God establish order anong besdeman?_

5. Who wasthefirst to disobey and sin against God'sorder?

6. What verse or verses tdl us Satan find doom?
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7. Satan deceived Eve into thinking that loving?

8. Adam sinned and reproduced aworld just like Him. What verse best describe it?
9. What isthe main cause of al sickness, sorrow and degth in the world today?

10. Sinful manis of Satan?

Name:
Quegtions & Comments:
If I have made corrections that you do not understand, please write me for an explanation

If you do not hear from this test in two days please write inchrig@ca.inter.net

Do you have afriend that would like to do these Lessons? If so, send me their user name and | will
send them my lis. Thank you.



