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MAILBOX BIBLE COURSE

WELCOME PAGE

Welcome to our Mailbox Bible Study Course. We are glad to be able to serve the Lord and you in
thisway. Many are being saved and hel ped through these smple Bible lessons.

We suggest that you try to do one lesson each week. Thiswill keep your interest in them active.
We send dl lessonsin plain text, or PDF which is much better to print. 1f you cannot receive them
in thisformat then writemeand | will mail it to you

We suggest that you print these out and put them in abinder to sudy and for future use.
Herésdl you do:
1.. Read the lesson carefully.
2.. Fill in the answer shest.
3.. Emall it back to us.

Always follow the ingruction in filling out the test. Y our full name and address should accompany
your firg test. To do the test page, highlight the page and then copy and pasteit to me. If you have any
difficult please email me We will grade your lesson and return it to you with you next lesson.

These lessons have been scanned and may contain typing errors. We would gppreciate any that
you point out to us.

May God richly bless you as you proceed.

Your Instructor:
Harold Smith Phone 1-902-643-2199

All Courses are copyright and may not be used as Courses without permisson

Copyright 1988 The Mailbox Club, Inc. All rights reserved
IT MAKES SENSE TO BE SCRIPTURAL LESSON 1
CONTENTSOF FOUR LESSONS

It Makes Sense to be Scriptural
Water Baptism - Isit Scriptura?
How About a Scriptura Church?
Must Worship be Scripturd?
Scriptural Evangelism - Today
Scripturd Service

Scripturd Marriages

Scriptural Homes

A SCRIPTURAL CONVERSION

It is most enlightening to compare the superficia used by men to describe conversion with the solid
truth of the Scriptures. Instead of "decisons for Chrigt”, "going forward", or "giving one's heart to
Jesus' we read, "Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness’ (Rom. 6:18)
and "ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord" (Eph. 5:8).

We arewe| advised, dso, to consder the Biblical evidences of converson rather than being
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satisfied with the contemporary style of many who profess Chritianity.

While today, becoming a Chrigtian is often nothing more than having a spiritua experience or
changing churches, the Apostle Paul could say to the convertsin Thessdonica, "ye turned to God from
idols to serve the living and true God; and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the
dead, even Jesus, which ddlivered us from the wrath to come” (1 Thess. 1:9-10).

Many equate spiritua conversion with atemporary ecstasy. Scripturaly, however, it is recorded
as obeying "from the heart that form of doctrine which was ddivered to you" (Rom. 6:17). Others, of
coursg, fall to recognize how converson can be anything more than an intellectuad socid, convenience.
But the Word of God is very emphatic, "The disciples were filled with joy, and with the Holy Ghost"
(Acts 13:52).

SAUL OF TARSUS- A SAMPLE
In aletter to his spiritud associate Timothy, the Apostle Paul (formerly known as Saul of Tarsus)
suggested his converson was asample one: "for this cause | obtained mercy, that in mefirst Jesus
Chrigt might shew forth al longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on
Himto life everlasting” (1 Tim. 1:16). Based on thislet usfind some marks of ascripturd
converson.

CONVICTION OF SIN-ACTS9:4.

Saul became aware that hissin, that of persecuting the disciples, wasredly asn aganst God. The
prodigal son confessed, "1 have sinned againgt heaven, and in thy sight. . ." (Luke 15:21) -- heaven firdt.
Every true convert has had to face the fact of hissin in the sight of God, sin wicked enough to deserve
hell forever. Christ came "not to cal the righteous, but sinnersto repentance’ (Mark 2:17). Paul caled
himsdf the chief of snners (1 Tim. 1:15)

CONTACT WITH CHRIST - 1 COR. 15:8.

The sample converson was not smply an intellectua assent to a creed, but rather ared, persond
encounter with he Lord. The convicted sinner cried out, "Who art thou, Lord?' and the reply is
recorded, "1 am Jesus' (Acts 9:5). No wonder he could write later, "1 know whom | have believed”
Tim. 1:12). Eveninthe Old Testament those who had authentic conversons were
those who met the Lord -Abraham, Jacob, Moses, Samud, Isaiah, etc. No oneis genuinely converted
in the scriptural sense, without being in touch persondly with Him. "He that hath not the Son of God
hath not life’ (1 John 5:12).

CONFESSION OF LORDSHIP -1 COR. 12:3.

Here is where conversion beginsto reved itsdf. |sthe convert prepared to acknowledge that Jesus
ishisLord, and will he bow to dl Hisdirectives? Saul asked, "Lord, what wilt thou have meto do?"
And when the Lord Jesus gave him aminor step to take, he took it. Obedience is not the Chrigtian's
foundation, but it is histrademark. And the Bible contains the directives.

CONFIDENCE IN GOD - ACTS9:11.

Right after his encounter with Christ, we read, "One called Saul of Tarsus. . . behold, he prayeth.”
The convert prays be cause he has given up his self-confidence and self-assertion. He now islearning
to depend upon his heavenly father for dl things.

CONSENT TO BAPTISM - ACTS 22:16.
Thiswas Saul'sfirg officid act asa Chrigtian. Christ had ordained His messengers to make



Page 3

disciples, baptizing them (Matt. 28.19), with the promise that "He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved" (Mark 16:16). The pattern convert, took the step of public identification with Chrigt, that he
might theresfter live for his Lord. Every convert ought to do aswas recorded of those at Jerusalem,
"then they that gladly received His word were baptized” (Acts 2:41).

COMMUNICATION OF THE GOSPEL - ACTS 9:20.

No sooner was he baptized than Saul was telling about Jesus Chrigt. "I am not ashamed of the
Gospd of Chrigt" (Rom. 1:16). Thisisasign of true converson. It's not religion that is propagated, but
truth about Chrigt.

COMMUNION WITH SAINTS-ACTS9:19, 26-28.
The Chrigtian isnot a hermit, but his society has changed. A convert is known by the new
company he keeps. Who are your friends?

IT MAKES SENSE TO BE SCRIPTURAL,

One of the key ideas in the Satanic propaganda is that God's ways as outlined in God's Word do
not make sense. That was basicaly the strategy of his attack on Eve in the Garden of Eden. And he
has kept up the atack without abatement ever since. As Chrisianswe are well advised to redlize
where thisidea comes from and to prove by our own experience thet the devil isaliar.

God's ways do make sense in every department of our lives. It isto be expected that the
manufacturer would know best how to operate the equipment. And you can be quite confident that
when our heavenly Father expresses the rules and regulations that govern the activities of His
household, these will dways prove most profitable and pleasant for His children. "Asfor God, His way
is perfect” (Psa18:30)

This gppliesjust as much to the way Chrigtians gether, that is, to their church life, as to anything
else tha pertains to them. It makes sense to be scriptura in the manner we gather. Our churches are on
the right track if they are going God'sway. It may surprise you to reed this, but the plans and principles
laid down in the Bible are redlly sensble and practicable.

Y ou may search in vain among the religious ingtitutions of the world to see a proof of this, but
thousands upon thousands of believers who have turned back to God and His ways have experienced
the redlity of it. Don't forget that not every church that calsitsaf Christian is necessarily atrue Chrigtian
church. A true Chrigtian church, however, is abeautiful thing.

In the wisdom of God it is structured S0 asto operate just as effectively in our modern age asit did
in the days of the gpostles. It can relate to awestern culture just as easily asit can to an Oriental or
African society. It functions successfully when composed of ether rich or poor Chrigtians, or a
combination of both, and is nat limited in any way by the meagre education or outstanding intelligence
of any of its participants.

Composed of Chrigtians, followers of Chrigt, ascriptura church istheloca dwelling place of God.
Independent of dl outside associations and legidation, it isfreeto obey the commandments of the Lord
within the framework of the community in which it functions. Unhindered by sectarian or
denominationd namesiit can properly represent the interests of the Lord Jesus Chridt, gathering in His
Name done, and thus acknowledging His exclusve authority.

With the Spirit gppointed bishops overseeing the house of God, the spiritudly gifted brothers
minigtering to the congregation, and dl those in the fellowship exerciang their priestly prerogetives, the
scriptura church need not be burdened with a sdaried ministry or the complexities of ani ecclesastical
hierarchy. (Phil. 1:1; 1 Tim. 3; Titus 1). Able Tc conduct its meetings in any location, indoors or out,
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such a congregation can fulfill its service to God and society without the detractions of costly building
programs. Itsworship being in spirit and truth, the New Testament assembly wastes no time with
lengthy liturgies, unnecessary rituds, and tiring musica performances.(1 Pet. 2; Heb. 10:19,13:15.)
IT DOESMAKE SENSE TO BE SCRIPTURAL.

In this age of renewds, when we challenge the policies and procedures of that branch of
Christendom with which we have been acquainted, should they not make sense, should they lack
spiritua content, let us not Sit back and dream up some new religion; rather, let us St up and take notice
of what God saysin the Bible. Let usboldly act upon the noble conviction that if God says it we can be
aureit will suit us

Congregations of Chridtians functioning scripturaly realy make sense.

TEST PAGE MAKES SENSE TO BE SCRIPTURAL LESSON 1
Trueor False Placean"T or F' by your.

1... Every true convert has had to face the fact of snintheir life

2...Inthe O.T. they could not have real conversions

3...Itis not necessary to confess Him as Lord

4...Baptism is necessary to sdvation

5...It makes sense to gather in a scriptural way

Name:

Quegtions & Comments:

If I have made corrections that you do not understand, please write me for an explanation

If you do not hear from this test in two days please write inchrig@cainter.net

Do you have afriend that would like to do these Lessons? If so, send me their user name and | will
send them my lid.



