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MAILBOX BIBLE COURSE
WELCOME PAGE

Welcometo our Mailbox Bible Study Course. We are glad to be able to serve the Lord and you in
thisway. Many are being saved and hel ped through these smple Bible lessons.

We suggest that you try to do one lesson each week. Thiswill keep your interest in them active.
We send dl lessonsin plain text, or PDF which is much better to print.
We suggest that you print these out and put them in abinder to study and for future use.

Herésdl you do:

1.. Read the lesson carefully.
2.. Fll in the answer shest.
3.. Emall it back to us.

Always follow the ingruction in filling out the test. Y our full name and address should accompany
your firgt test. To do the test page, highlight the page and then copy and pagte it to me. If you have any
difficult please email me We will grade your lesson and return it to you with you next lesson.

These lessons have been scanned and may contain typing errors. We would gppreciate any that
you point out to us.

May God richly blessyou as you proceed.
Your Ingtructor:

Harold Smith  Phone 1-902-643-2199
All Courses are copyright and may not be used as Courses without permission

PLAIN PAPERS LESSON 1
Main Pepersfor Young Believers By  A. T. Schofidd
| gratefully acknowledge Bible Truth Publishers for their permisson to use this book to make this
Course.
DOCTRINAL

1. RIGHTEOUSNESS AND SANCTIFICATION

The object of these papersisto set the more advanced truths of the gospel before young
believersin asmple and practica way. In doing this, we go over wdl-trodden ground and
must not, therefore, look for much that is new, but rather that a consideration of these
blessed truths may  be to the increased glory of God, both in the praises of our heartsand in
the tenor of our lives

The Word of God, in speaking of the work of Christ and what it has done for us, says,
not only "being now justified by Hisblood" (Rom. 5:9), regarding Chrigt as the great Paschd
Lamb, but also "sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once” (Heb.
10:10), looking a Him as the great burnt offering, the One who died to fulfill God's will.

FORGIVENESS, JUSTIFICATION, SANCTIFICATION

Now dl Chrigtians believe thet their sns are forgiven. Many, however, do not know
that they are perfectly judtified before arighteous God, and still more have never heard that
they are now perfectly sanctified by the same work that put away their sns. It is difficult to
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account for this, seeing that dl are equadly reveded in Scripture, but il it isthe fact. This
ignorance would not matter so much did the words mean pretty much the same thing; but
not only are they digtinct in themselves, but ill more do they differ in ther results. A man
may owe alarge debt; if this debt isforgiven, heisfree from dl pendty; if another paysit,
heisjudified fromit. All this, however, does not fit or entitle him to enter the mansion of

his creditor on familiar terms. But the work of Christ has done al these three things: by it
we are forgiven, and thus saved from hell; by it we are judtified, and can thus stand before a
righteous God; and by it we are sanctified, and thus fitted to enter the presence of a holy
God.

A Righteousand a Holy God

"Righteousness’ is gpoken of in Romans, "sanctification” in Hebrews. The scene in Romans
is the throne, and a righteous God; in Hebrews, the sanctuary and aholy God. In Romansthe
point isthe guilt of the Snner; in Hebrews, his defilement; while, with regard to the sacrifice
of Chrigt (of which both speak), Romans sets before us its perfection as meeting the righteous claims of
God; whereasin Hebrews we get its eternd character in being offered once for al. On these two
foundations our peacerests. Christ's work must be perfect that we may have astanding at all, before a
righteous God. It must aso be of eternd efficacy that this sanding may never be lost.

GOD'SWILL, CHRIST'SWORK, THE SPIRIT'SWITNESS

Judtification and sanctification aike stand on athregfold bass:

In Romans we arejudtified by the grace of God, by the blood of Chrit, and by faith. The
operation of the Spirit (Rom. 3:24; 5:1-9).

In Hebrews we are sanctified by the will of God, the work of Chrigt, of which the Spirit isthe
witness ( Heb. 10)

Righteousness and sanctification are both the combined work of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghos;
the Father'swill and grace gave the Son, the Son's blood and work accomplished our redemption,
and faith and the witness of the Spirit cause us to accept this work, and without which dl werein vain.

God's Righteousness, Not Mine

The righteousnessis divine, not human. The righteousness of works had been sought for in vain for
four thousand years, from the Gentile, the heathen philosopher, and the Jew (Rom. 1-3) ; but both the
Jews, who had the law, and the Gentiles, who were alaw unto themselves, had failed, and thetrid is
findly summed up in these words. "Therefore by the deeds of the law [lit.] [thet is, by works of any
kind] there shal NO FLESH be judtified in His sight.” And now a new righteousness, agpart from law
(of every kind) is manifested, a righteousness not of man but of God. This new righteousnessis not on
the principle of works at dl, neither our own nor the works (or law-keeping) of another put to our
account, for then would righteousness gtill come by the law, and Christ would be "dead invain" (G4d.
2:21). Itismogt important to be clear on this. Righteousness comes to me through Christ's desth and
resurrection, not through His spotlesslife. Indeed, it isonly in dying that He takesup my cause asmy
Subdtitute. It is here | am first connected with Him. So truly isthis the case, that through al the epistles
we hardly hear of the life of Christ before the crossat dl.

| believe there are but ten versesin dl that speek of it, and of these, five are the merest
dlusons (Rom. 15:3, 8; 1 Cor. 11:23; Gd. 4:4; Heb. 5:7). The only two passages that redlly
speak of it are Philippians 2: 7, 8, and 2 Peter 1:16-18; and in neither of these isthere any
question of Chrigt as our substitute, but it is Chrigt as our example!
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God isJust and Justifiesthe Sinner

Righteousness istwofold in Romans 3. God's forbearance and grace had been shown in the
remission (or passing over) of the bygone sins of Old Testament saints, in spite of His own words that
the soul that ans shdll die; but His righteousness had not been manifested (3:25). He now shows,
therefore, the righteousness of His own character by the cross of Chrigt, both in His past forbearance,
and in now fredy judtifying the believing Snner. Thislast act is sad to be the righteousness of God
upon dl them that believe. Hence, we get two things: fird, that God Himsdf is just; and the next, that
Heisthe Judtifier of him that believes (3:26). The finished work of Chrigt on the Snner's behalf,
accepted by God as seen in Hisraisng Him from the dead, has set Him free to show Hisgracein
righteousness.

Mercy and truth, and righteousness and peace, have thus met together a the crossfor the
fird time (5: 1), and God no longer forbears with the bdieving Snner, but justifies him fredy by His
grace (3:24).

A Wonderful Contradt.

The full perfection of the believer's sanding is seen by comparing these two passages.
"For dl have snned, and come short of the glory of God" Rom. 3:23.

"We have peace with God........and rgoice in hope of the glory of God" Rom. 5:1,2

The perfection of Christ's work enables every bdiever to rgoice in the absolute certainty of
entering that very glory from which he was hopdessy excluded by nature

Standing and State.

But so far we have only spoken of the believer's standing before a righteous God; and if we say
nothing now of the state that must accompany it, as treated of in the following chapters, it is not because
we underva ue the importance of practical righteousness, but because we must reserve this great
question for future consideration.

Seven Eternal Realities.

In turning now to Hebrews 9 and 10, one thing that strikes usisthe words "eternd™ and "for ever."
We get in these chapters seven divine assurances of the eterna vaue of Christ'swork. We find that
Chrigt's offering was once forever, and that therefore He is seated forever; hence we have eternd
redemption, and are perfected forever (9:12; 10:10, 12, 14). We dso read that there will be NO
MORE offering on Christ's part, NO MORE remembrance of sins on God's part, and hence NO
MORE conscience of sinson our part (10:2, 17, 18). On these seven eternd redities our faith rests.
Now the sanctification spoken of here, like the righteousness in Romans 3, 4, and 5, is perfect and
complete, absolutely independent of our sate, so that even the Corinthians, who were in anything but a
holy state, could be addressed as "sanctified in Christ Jesus.” Of practica sanctification, as of practica
righteousness, we hope to speak, but not here. Let our soulsfirst fully enjoy and enter into the work of
Chrig for us. Let usglory in our perfect judification and holinessin Him who of God is "made unto us
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and
redemption” (1 Cor. 1:30).

Another Contrast

Compare here, asin Romans, two passages, and see what a testimony they give to the value of
Christ's work.

"The way into the holiest of dl was not yet made manife”. (9:8)

"Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by anew and
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living way" (10:19, 20).

The worshiper, who in Old Testament times was rigoroudly excluded from God's presence, is now
made, by the infinite vaue of the work of Chrigt, so haly, that heis able to come right into the holiest of
dl, gandingin  Chrigt without a spot.

Let usthen glory in the work of Chrigt; nay more, let usboast in Christ Himsdlf, through
whom we are made mest to be partakers of the inheritance of the saintsin light; and above dl, let none
of us ever harbor even for amoment awretched unbelieving thought of His perfect work. Doubts and
fears are impossible for the one who understands for himsdf the full meaning of the truth of Hebrews
10. Never, never dlow adoubt of a savation in procuring which you have had no part, but which from
firs to last isthe perfect work of the Triune God - Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

PLAIN PAPERS TEST PAGE LESSON 1

Highlight this page and copy it. Send this page only to: inchris@ca.inter.net
PlaceaT for true or Ffor fasein front or at the end of each statement

1. A Chrigtian cannot know for sure their sins are forgiven until judgment day
2. Wearejudtified in God's sight by our good deeds.

3. Sanctification istaught in the Book of Hebrews

4. Holiness and righteousnessis two of God's attribute

5. In Romanswe are judtified by keeping the Law

6. Sanctification and righteousnessif the work of Christ done

7. Thereisarighteousness apart from law and good works

8. Our ganding and state are both dike before God

9. A bdieverin Chrig is perfected forever through His sacrifice

10: The Old Testament believers could come right into the Presence of God
Name:

Quegtions & Comments:

If I have made corrections that you do not understand, please write me for an explanation

If you do not hear from this test in two days please write inchrig@ca.inter.net

Do you have afriend that would like to do these Lessons? If so, send me their user name and | will
send them my lid.
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