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MAILBOX BIBLE COURSE

WELCOME PAGE

Welcome to our Mailbox Bible Study Course. We are glad to be able to serve the Lord and you in
thisway. Many are being saved and hel ped through these smple Bible lessons.

We suggest that you try to do one lesson each week. Thiswill keep your interest in them active.
We send dl lessonsin plain text, or PDF which is much better to print. 1f you cannot receive them
in thisformat then writemeand | will mail it to you

We suggest that you print these out and put them in abinder to sudy and for future use.
Herésdl you do:
1.. Read the lesson carefully.
2.. Fill in the answer shest.
3.. Emall it back to us.

Always follow the ingruction in filling out the test. Y our full name and address should accompany
your firg test. To do the test page, highlight the page and then copy and pasteit to me. If you have any
difficult please email me We will grade your lesson and return it to you with you next lesson.

These lessons have been scanned and may contain typing errors. We would gppreciate any that
you point out to us.

May God richly bless you as you proceed.

Your Instructor:
Harold Smith Phone 1-902-643-2199

All Courses are copyright and may not be used as Courses without permisson

Copyright 1988 The Mailbox Club, Inc. All rights reserved
LESSON 1 FISHERS OF MEN
A STUDY IN PERSONAL SOULWINNING by B. H. Struthers, Ph.D.

"And they that be wise shdl shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to
righteousness as the starsfor ever and ever." Daniel 12:3
The fruit of the righteousis atree of life; and he that winneth soul iswise. Proverbs 11:30

INSTRUCTIONS

Thislessonisthefirg in this series on SOULWINNING. Y ou will notice that some wordsin the
Scripture quotation have been omitted. This has been done purposdly so that you will have to look up
the reference in the Bible and fill in the blanks. Y ou will find that this helps you to remember the main
truth taught in the verse. Be sure to read the verse severd times after you havefilled in the blanks to get
the meaning thoroughly fixed in your mind. When three or four periods come together in a quotation, it
means that part of the Scripture was omitted. Thisis done to particular line of thought that is pertinent
to the Study.

FILL IN ALL THE BLANKSIN THE SCRIPTURE QUOTATIONS; THEN STUDY THE
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LESSON CAREFULLY BEFORE TRYING TO ANSWER THE QUESTIONS.

Y ou should answer the test questions without turning back in the course for the answers. Y ou only
cheat yoursdf by looking back, because the primary purpose of the test isto show you how much you
have learned and what points you need to sudy further. After you have completed the te<t, return the
Tedt Section to: inchris@ca.inter.net

We want everyone to do as well as possible; so do not rush through the course. If some part of it is
not clear to you, please contact us. Read dl of the ingtructions very carefully.

OUTLINE
INTRODUCTION

1. THE DEFINITION OF SOULWINNING

11. THE NECESSITY OF SOULWINNING
A. Men's Souls are Condemned to Eternal Destruction
B. Man is God's Primary Channd of Reaching Men
C Chrid's Last Command

111. BASIC QUALIFICATIONSTO BE A SOULWINNER
A. Persond Experientia Knowledge of Salvation
B. Absolute Love for Christ
C. Deep Redlization of Man's Logt Condition
D. Sincere Lovefor the Lost
E. Divine Sense of Commission
F. Prevalling Prayer

1. Guidance to the Right Persond

2. Preparation of the Heart of that Individua

3. God's Message

4. Boldness of Speech and Power

5. Rooting of the Seed that has been Planted
G. Unwavering Faith

I. In God's Power

2. In an Immediate Harvest

3. In the Sown Seed

V. THE PLACE OF GOD'SWORD IN SOULWINNING
A. The Power of God's Word
B. The Importance of Studying Scripture
C. Thee Importance of Memorizing Scripture

FISHERSOF MEN INTRODUCTION
Study Questions
1. Sdvation Memory Verse Romans 3:23 (Writein full on smal card to be carried with you. Memorize
in your spare moments during day. Entitle it: THE FACT OF SIN. Memorize
reference with verse)) .
2. What was the primary objective of the early church?
3. What are the two purposes of this course? .
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4. What is the author's motto?
5. How is soulwinning accomplished?

Almost overnight the early church grew from 120 to 3,000 bdlievers (Acts|:15; 2:41). It was not long
before there were 5,000 men plus women and children (Acts 4:4).

Aswe continue to read of the astonishing growth of the church in the book of Acts, we notice that
in 4:32 it had become a multitude; and in 5:14 we read that "believers were more added to the Lord,
multitudes both of men and men." What was the secret of this tremendous growth? Asyou reaed the
history of these early believers, you soon find answer. They were a group of soulwinning Chrigtians.
Thewinning of soulswastheir primary objective, their program and
everything e se was secondary. So it is with ussoulwinning must be the dominating objective of our
lives, the focal point of al our endeavour.

Therefore, the purpose of this courseis (1) to chalenge you as to your persond opportunity and
respongbility in leading lost souls to Christ, and then (2) to teach you how to do the job effectively.
Although this course is a means to these ends, we must constantly remember that Jesus said, "Follow
Meand you fishers of men." (Matthew 4:19) All the soulwinning coursesin the world
will be absolutdy usdlessif wefail to follow our Lord in daily
devotion, for it is the Potter who molds usinto useful vessels, into effective fishers of men (Isaiah 64:8).
However, part of the following will be to thoroughly learn the truths presented
in this course, for "faith without worksis dead.”

Our motto in soulwinning through the years has been Psdms 126:5,6, "They that sow in tears
shdl regp in joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth shdl doubtless come again with rgoicing, bringing his
sheaves with him." When the truths of this verse become a vitd part of our dally lives, we will be well
on our way to fulfilling God's plan for us. And, oh, the joy of doing Hiswill, of winning a soul for
Chrig. Any Chrigtian will readily testify that next to his persond savetion, the grestest joy inlifeisto
see asoul for whom he has wept and with whom he has dedlt, pass from degth unto life. May God
help you gtart right now to follow Him and to cdlam His promise to make you a FISHER OF MEN.

1. THE DEFINITION OF SOULWINNING

Study Questions
1. Sdvation Memory Verse: Romans 6:23 (Writein full on asmall card, to be carried with you.
Memorize in spare moments during day. Entitleit: THE PENALTY OF SIN. Review- previous verse))
2. What 3 things must we make the snner redize?
3. How can the sinner be made to redlize these? (2 factors)

There are many terms used by Chrigtian workers to define the task of getting lost soulsto Chrigt,
such aswitnessing, testifying, persona work, fishing for men, savings souls and soulwinning, but
bascdly they dl refer to the same thing. Some have defined these as follows:

1. Witnessing is "tdlling others about Chrigt," telling what you have seen and heard about Chrigt.
"That which we have seen and heard we unto you." (I John 1:3).

2. Tedtifying isto spesk of what you have experienced in your own life regarding savation.

3. Persond work, says R.AA.Torrey, is hand-to-hand dedling with men ,women and children,” that
is, persondly coming in contact with other persons, especidly the unsaved.

4. Fishing for men is "going out into the ocean of 9n and pulling drowning souls into the ark of
safety,” which isthe Lord Jesus Chridt.

5. Persond; evangdlismis™ telling of the gospd to a sinner with the intent of bringing him to
a saving knowledge of Chrig."
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In brief, soulwinning isthe act of effectively convincing alogt person of the following facts, through
the use of God's Word and in the power of the Holy Spirit:
1. That heis under the sentence of eternd death (John 3:36)
2. That Chrigt isthe answer to his need (Acts 13:38,39).
3. That the sinner must definitely accept Christ as Saviour and Lord (John 12:48; 11 Thessdonians
1:8b).(Unless the snner actudly takes this last sep soulwinning has not taken place)

11. THE NECESSITY OF SOULWINNING
Study Questions

1. Why must we "fish" for men? (3 reasons)
2. Lig Bible versesthat tell us why we should be soulwinner.
3.Review savation verses you have memorized.

A. MEN'SSOULSARE CONDEMNED TO ETERNAL DESTRUCTION.

The basic reason why we must "fish” for men isthat al men have been sentenced to deeth as a
pendty for their sin. "Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world and death by sin; and o
for that al have sinned.” (Romans 5:12) Paul stated in
Romans 6:23, "The wages of snis " Man has earned eternd death in Hdll; that is, eternd
separation from God.

Therefore, we must plead with him to accept God's pardon, "the gift of God which is eternd life
through Jesus Christ our Lord." Otherwise, "The same shal drink of the wine of the wrath of God . . .
and he shdl be and In the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence
of theLamb . .. and they shdl have day nor night. . ." (Revelation 14 11). Do you redly
believeit? If s0, you will be about your Father's business, seeking those who arelogt.

B. WE ARE GOD'SPRIMARY CHANNEL OF REACHING MEN.

When alogt soul redlizes hisfate, heis saved by' cdling on the name of the Lord. But "How then
shdl they cdl onhim .. . . how shdl they believe in him of whom they have not heard (bdlief is dependent
on hearing, Romans :17) and how shal they hear without a preacher? (Romans 10: 14)

God could have preached the message of sdvation Himsdlf, but instead He has chosen each one of
usto be a preacher, amessenger of the "Good News." Paul and Barnabas redlized their God-given
purpose for living when they stated in Acts 13:47, "For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, | have
st to be alight of the Gentiles, that shouldest be for savation unto the ends the earth.”

Redizing this, let us not be cardless Chrigians who go about in thislife blindly unaware of the
reason for our exisence. God is congtantly searching for channels, saying, " . . Whom shdl | send, and
whowill gofor us?’ May we say with Isaiah, "Heream|; "(Isaah 6:8); | am afrad,
however, that God istoo often forced to say, And | ought for a man among them, that should make up
the hedge, and stand in the gap before me for the land, that | should not destroy it:
" (Ezekid 22:30).

My Chrigtian brother, let us be about our Father's business (11 Timothy 2:2; Il Corinthians 5:20).

C.CHRIST'SLAST COMMAND

Jesus Stated that His primary purpose in coming to this earth was "to .
" (Luke 19:10). Just before He left to go back to Heaven, He told His
disciples, "As my Father hath sent me, even so send | you" (John 20:21). "Go yeinto al the world,
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and the gospd to every creature.” (Mark 16:15). Thiswas adirect order from the Captain of
our salvation, an order which issued from the compassionate heart of One
Who has dready given His dl for condemned humanity. Let usin loving obedience carry out this Greet
Commission, thereby glorifying our crucified, resurrected, returning Lord. Read prayerfully Maithew
28 :18-20, Luke 24 :46-48 and Acts 1:3-9. Yes, even as Jesus was, SO must we be about OUR
Father's business, EVERY THING else must come second.

Only aredeemed sinner can tell another of God's power to save!

[11. BASIC QUALIFICATIONSTO BE A SOULWINNER
Study Questions

1. What isthefirg basic qudification of a soulwinner?

2. Name four more qudifications, backed by a Bible reference.

3. How is our love for Christ made evident, or manifested? List three ways.,

4. How will complete abandonment to Christ be demondrated in our life, or in us? Ligt three things that
we will abandon to Him.

5. In what three things do we need steadfast faith?

6. Why isfaith in God's power important in soulwinning?

7. Continue to review memorized Bible verses.

In any work there are afew basic qudifications a person must have to do the job effectively. And
the degree to which a person is qudified will determine to alarge extent the qudity and quantity of
work which he accomplishes. So it is with soulwinning; the extent to which a person meetsthe
qudifications to be discussed will determine his effectiveness as awitness for Christ. Therefore, asyou
sudy these qudifications, take careful inventory in your own life and ask the Lord to make these things
an experientid part of your dally life.

A. A PERSONAL, EXPERIENTIAL KNOWLEDGE OF SALVATION.

To help another person receive forgiveness of sins, you must know beyond the shadow of a doubt
that your own sins have been forgiven. Paul, aformer blasphemer and persecutor of
Chrigtians, preached the message of forgiveness with confidence and boldness because he assuredly
knew that his sins had been forgiven. He statesin | Timothy 1:13-14"... | mercy .... And
the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant ... Thisis afaithful saying, and worthy of al
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom | am chief.” He aso knew
that Christ had made him a son of God, one of the "partaker of the inheritance of the saintsin light"
(Colossians 1:1, read verses 13, 14 dso). Paul did not just hope this had happened to him, but he
assats”.. .1 (have absolute confidence in) whom | have bdieved, and am that
heis able to keep that (my soul, my life) which | have
committed unto him againgt that day” (I1 Timothy | :12).

Y es, the soulwinner must have a genuine assurance of savation, for vague assurance leads to vague
soulwinning, or dmogt without fail, no soulwinning at dl. Thisis the basc qudification.

B. ABSOLUTE LOVE FOR CHRIST.

When we once fully redlize that Christ has "brought me up out of an horrible pit, out of the miry
clay, and set my feet upon arock” (Psam 40:2, 3), we, too, will have anew song in our mouth. We will
be singing with the songwriter "How can | hep but love Him, when He loved me s0." David, who
loved his Lord with humble devotion says, "Oh God, thou art my God; early will | seek thee: my soul
thirgteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in adry and thirsty land
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where no water is' (Psalm 63:1). "As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after
thee, O God (Psdm 42:1). Too much soulwinning today isthe "must” a clear conscience (Ezekid
3:18,19), or to add numbers, and not the must' of a humble devotion to our blessed Lord. The
person who often walks aone with Him "in the garden will be found often out in the highways and
byways compelling others to come in.

A consgtent devotiond life characterizes the congstent soulwinner. Souls were added daily to the
early church (Acts 2:47) because the people took notice of them that they had been with Jesus (Acts
4:13).". . . Peter went up upon the housetop about the sixth hour (noon)" (Acts 10:9).
Peter and John went up together into thetemple , being the ninth hour (3:00
PM)" (Acts3:1). "And a midnight Paul and Silas ,

unto God" (Acts 16:25). These men who were in love with Jesus spent much time with Him
and, as aresult, were effective soulwinners. Oh, Chrigtian, do you long for that
time aone with Him to pray, to worship, to meditate on His Word and to express your love to Him?
Thisisthe CORNERSTONE OF SOULWINNING. "The love of Chrigt" congtrains
Paul to tell others of hiswonderful Saviour (11 Corinthians 5: 14).

Thiskind of love for Chrigt will also cause us to asandon oursdves completely to Him: Firs,
abandonment of our WILL.

Note the disciples example. Jesus sad, "Follow me. . .and they straightway (immediately, without
question) left their nets, and followed him" (Matthew 4:19, 20). Note Jesus example. ". . . Not my will,
but thine, be done" (Luke 22:42). Second abandonment of our BODY. ". . . Yield yourselves unto
God . . . and your members as unto God" (Romans
6:13; see dso Romans 12:1). Third, abandonment of ALL THINGS. "But what things were gain to
me, those | counted lossfor Christ. Yea

doubtless,, and | count al things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Chrigt Jesus my Lord:
for whom | have suffered thelossof , and do count them but dung, that | may win Christ"

(Philippians 3:7,8)
An absolute love for Chrigt dso means a separation from the ambitions and desires of thisworld.
"Love not the neither the thingsthat are in the . If any man love the , thelove

of the Father isnot in him. For dl that isin theworld, the lust of the flesh, and the lugt of the eyes, and
the pride of life, isnot of the Father but is of the world.” (I John 2:15,16). See dso 11 Timothy 2:21.
God'sloveisaholy love. Such holiness can never flow through an unclean channd (Isaiah 5:11).
These 9ns may not aways be sns of commission. To the Chrigtian, they are more than likely ones of
omisson. Faling to witnesscan beasn. Why isit that we are not willing to give
oursalves to witnessng? It is because we fear the cost. "We can only crucified Lord when we are
willing to live a crucified life" The divine order demands aprice: it is degth to dl that we are and desire.
An absolute love for Chrigt is the cornerstone of soulwinning.

C. DEEP REALIZATION OF MAN'SLOST CONDITION.

To win souls we must be thoroughly convinced that souls need saving. We must redize that man is
devoted to hisways and, as aresult, istotaly estranged from God and destiny to an eternd Hell. God
states that man's "heart is ,and ..."(Jeremiah
17:9). Hisheart isdecatful (mideading, full of plots, watching for an opportunity to snare, treacherous)
to the extent that his every thought and action is characterized by selfishness, pride, and rebellion
agangt God. As man looks on the outward appearance, he sees a snner's charity, kindness, and
thoughtfulness, but as God looked on man before the flood, He saw that . . . every imagination of the
thoughts of his heart was " (Genesis 6:5). Paul, in quoting David,
emphasizes, "...Thereisnonerighteous,  : Thereisnone that seeketh after God . . . thereis
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nonethat doethgood, ," (Romans
3:10-12). Thistruth cannot be overemphasized; we must believe it and not tone down.

Because of his snfulness, man is separated from God, estranged from his Creetor. Isaiah says, ". . .
your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins has hid his face from you, that
he will not hear" (Isaiah 59:2). Even more ,at deeth the Snner is eterndly
separated God: only judgment and the "lake of firé" await him. Hell isforever. Jesussad, . . . these shdl
go away into everlagting punishment..." (Matthew 25:46. God dates that the unrepentant sinner shdl be
"tormented with fir and brimstone. . . . and the smoke of their torment ascendethup

; and they have no rest day nor night" (Revelation 14:10 11) (Read further Reveation 20:11-15)

No wonder, then that Paul exclams. "Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men"

(2 Corinthians 5:11). He redlized just how lost men were; therefore, he " ceased not to warn
nightandday " (Acts20:31). To beasoulwinner, our hearts MUST be
gripped night and day with the truth of man'slost condition.

D. SAINCERE LOVE FOR THE LOST.

Thisleads us to our next qualification which is an earnest desire to see men saved, apassion for
souls. Men throughout the Bible not only redlized man's tragic position gpart from God but dso were
impelled by adriving compasson to do something about it. Jeremiah is called the "weeping prophet” of
the Old Testament because of hislove for his people. Hear him cry, "Oh that my head were water and
mine eyes fountain of tears, that | might for the dain of the daughter of my
people!” (Jeremiah 9:1) We have dready seen Paul's concern as he too, wept "day and night with
tears" He further statesin Romans 9:3, "For | could wish that myself

for my brethren...." It wasthiskind of compassion that continualy drove Paul out after souls
even when it meant for him stoning, prison, shipwreck and dl sorts of persecution.

Study through the Gospel's and notice the compassionate heart of our Saviour. "But when he
saw the multitudes, he was ..." (Matthew 9:36) "And when the Lord saw
her, he had compassion on her..." (Luke 7:13), "And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and
wept over it." (Luke 19:141) The basic meaning of the word compassion is "to suffer with." Jesus and
Hisfollowers shared in the burden of the multitudes sin-heavy hearts to the extent thet their salvation
was the only thing that would ease the agony. So we mugt "suffer with" the unsaved around us.

Yes, tears are an evidence of genuine love necessary in soulwinning. They that sow in tears shdl
regp in joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed shdl doubtless come again with
rgoicing, bringing his sheaveswith him." (Psalm 126:5,6). How many sin-hardened hearts have been
melted with tears of compasson when dl other methods have failed.

How do we get thistype of concern for others Certainly not a whipped-up enthusiasm, but a deep
yearning that springs spontaneoudy from the innermost saf when our lives are brought into the warmth
of rdationship with Chrid. It isnot aforced love but the fruit of ayielded life. The
fruit of the Spiritislove. . ." (Gaatians 5;22) It isnot the result of praying for tears but the naturd fruit
of sharing our Saviour's burdens with Him--His compassion for multitudes.

E. DIVINE SENSE OF COMMISSION.

Just before Jesus ascended into Heaven, He said to His disciples, "But ye shdl receive power, after
that the Holy Ghost iscome uponyou: and unto me both in Jerusalem,
andin dl Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) The night before
His crucifixion He had said to them, "Y e have not chosen me, but | have chosen you, and ordained you,
that ye should and bring forth fruit and that your fruit should remain” (John 15:16). Eveninthe

Old Testament God very clearly commanded the prophet to ward sinners of God's impending
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judgment. "Son of man, unto the house of Isradl:
therefore hear the Word a my mouth, and from me." (Ezekid 3:17) Read
verses 18 and 19 aso, and notice the serious warning given Ezekid if he failed to warn snners of their
lost condition.

Y es, we must redlize that we have been commissioned by God Almighty, by Jesus Chrit, by the
Lord of the harvest to warn and win souls. Paul was extremely conscious for he stated, "...God...hath
committed unto us the Word of reconciliation. Now then we are ambassadors, for Chrigt, as though
God did beseech you by us. we pray you in Christ's stead be ye reconciled to God." (2 Corinthians
5:19,20) No wonder Paul said, ". . . woe isunto me, if | preach not the Gospel” (I Corinthians 9:16).

TEST LESSON 1 FISHERS

Each question is followed by three answers--(a), (b) and ©) only one of the answers is correct. Read
each question carefully: then sdlect the correct answer. Place a X by your sdlection.

1. The early church in Acts grew rapidly because of:
(@ Humean ability
(b) Soulwinning efforts
(c)Both of the above

2. A lost person can be saved if:
(8 Heisconvinced that he has snned against God
(b) Heredizes that Christ can cleanse him from hissin
(c) Nether of the above

3. God has called the following to be His instrumentsin reaching lost people:
(@ Someof us
(b) Mot of us
(©) All of us

4. How separated is man from God because of hissn?
(@ Jdugalittle
(b) Grestly
(c) Completdy

5. Who is cdlled the "weeping prophet” of the Old Testament.
(8 Isaiah
(b) Jeremiah
(c) Ezekid
TRUE OR FALSE

Writethe letter "T or F" in the blank provided.

1. Snnersare not saved by what men tell them but by what God tells them through men.
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2. Lovefor Chrig isthe cornerstone of soulwinning.

3. Every word in the Bible does not come from God but the Bible very definitely contains the
Word of God.

4. One will not have faith in the power of God's Word who in any way doubtsits source, its
ingpiration.

5. Maure Chrigtians are more prone to commit sins of commission rather than sins of omission.
_____ 6. Thebasis meaning of theword "compasson” isto " recognize a person's need.”

Name:

Quegtions & Comments:

If I have made corrections that you do not understand, please write me for an explanation

If you do not hear from this test in two days please write inchrig@ca.inter.net

Do you have afriend that would like to do these Lessons? If so, send me their user name and | will
send them my lid.



