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BEGINNER'SMAILBOX CLUB
COURSE B LESSON 1
"Grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Chrig..." 2 Peter 3:18

My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow Me: and | give unto them eternd life;
and they shdl never perish, neither shal any man pluck them out of my hand." John 10:27,28

JESUSWANTSME TO KNOW THAT | BELONG TO HIM.

Dear Friend,

Did you ever gart for home from across town and suddenly find that you were on an unfamiliar
Street? Y ou began to wonder if you were going in the right direction, and a scary feding made your
heart best faster.

Then you came to a building that you recognized and your fear was gone. Why was your fear
gone? It was gone because you knew for sure that you were on the right street and that you would
soon be home.

Let me ask you aquestion . Do you know for sure that you belong to the Lord Jesus and that some
day you will go to live with Him in Heaven?

In Course A, you learned how the Lord Jesus Christ died for your sins on the cross. Perhaps
while you were doing the lessons, you prayed and asked Jesus to be your Saviour.

But now, time has gone by and you sometimes wonder if you redlly do belong to Jesus. Perhaps at
night before you go to deep you think, "If | died now, would | go to Heaven? How can | be SURE?"

In this lesson we are going to tell you three ways by which you can know for sure that you belong
to the Lord Jesus.

1. FIRST, let uslook in the Bible and see what Jesus says. In John 10:27 and 28, He says,
"My sheep hear My voice, and | know them, and they follow Me: And | give unto them eterna
life and they shdl never perish, neither shdl any man pluck them out of My hand.”

Boys and girls, in these wonderful verses, Jesustdls usthat He knows dl those who belong to
Him. He cdls us His sheep and He says that He gives us eternd life. This means that we will live
with Him in Heaven forever and ever!

The Lord Jesus does, not want you to be troubled or afraid. Instead, He wants you to receive Him
as your Saviour and then BELIEVE Him when He tdls you that you have everlaging life.

Jesus Chrigt is the Son of God and He cannot lie. Once you have taken Him as your Saviour, He
wants you to KNOW that you belong to Him forever. That iswhy He has left us these beautiful words
inl John 5:13:

"These things have | written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may
KNOW that ye have eternd life.... "

2. ANOTHER way we can knowthat we belong to the Lord Jesusis that, the moment we take
Jesus as our Saviour, God's Holy Spirit comesto livein us. Every child of God has the Holy
Spirit living in him. The Bible says, The Spirit Himsdf beareth witness with our spirit, that we arethe
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children of God." Romans 8:16
This means that the Holy Spirit helps us to know deep in our heart that we are God's child.

The Holy Spirit hates sin and He teaches us to hate Sin too. The Holy Spirit aso putsin our hearts
the desire to read the Bible. And, as we read the Bible the Holy Spirit teaches usto love the
Lord Jesus and to try to please Him.

3. The THIRD way we can knowfor sure that we are saved is that there will be a differencein
the way we act. Before we were saved, we said bad things and did bad things and it didn't bother us.
When we were saved, the Lord Jesus cameto live in our heart. When Jesus lives in our heart, we do
not want to act mean and unkind. Instead, we want to obey the Lord Jesus and do what isright. The
Bible says, "And hereby we do know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments.” 1 John 2:3

"Does this mean that we will never do anything wrong again?'

No, it doesn't mean this. We gill have our old sinful nature ingde of us, and it dill triesto get usto
do wrong. But when we sin, we will not enjoy it because we know that we are hurting the
heart of our dear Saviour who loves us so much .

"What should | do when | know that | have snned?"

Y ou should tell the Lord Jesus about it and ask Him to forgive you. If you have done something
wrong to someone, you need to ask them to forgive you aso.

Remember that the Lord Jesus livesin your, and He has promised He will never leave you. Ask
Him to help you to do what is right each day. He will make you into a better boy or girl.

| hope that you have studied this lesson carefully, and that now you KNOW FOR SURE that you
belong to the Lord Jesus.

Here are your GOLDEN PROMI SE verses. Be sure to memorize them well.

"My sheep hear my voice and know them and they follow Me: And | give unto them eternd life:
and they shal never perish, neither shal any man pluck them out of My hand.” John 10:27,28

Wecome to Course B! We hope that you will enjoy these lessons and that you will learn more
about our wonderful Saviour, the Lord Jesus.

We want to encourage you to memorize the GOLDEN PROMISE verses given in each lesson.
Indicate on the answer page (in the | space provided) when you have learned the verses by heart.

Wewill belooking for your answer sheet SOON, so mall it to us right away.

God bless you!

SURPRISE ! We have an exciting story for you beginning on the next page!

RON COPELAND and hisSECRET SWORD
Chapter |

THE TORN NEWSPAPER

Ron Copdand heaved asigh of rdief when at last he heard the school bell ring. Now he could
find Chuck Carson and tdll him al about yesterday. Pushing his way through the noisy crowd of
school kids, Ron caught Chuck's arm and said, "Listen, Chuck, I've got something exciting to tell
you. Come over to my house, will you?"

"Okay," Chuck agreed. "Let'sgo."

In the back yard of Ron's home, Chuck rolled over on the grass and grinned up at hisfriend.

"Now," he sad. "What's 0 exciting, anyway?"

Ron's blue eyes were serious as he looked at Chuck. "Remember, Chuck, how often weve
wondered about death and what redlly happens to a dead person? And we wondered why the
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preacher in our church never speaks about it?!

"Yes" Chuck sad, the grin fading from his round, freckled face.

"Guessit'sjust that nobody knows.”

"I know now," Ron declared. "And it's greet, redly grest!

Ligten, on Saturday | went to stay with my cousin Ken who lives way out on the edge of town. He
took me to Sunday School with him yesterday. The teacher of our class showed us from the Bible that
we are dl snners and that the punishment for sin is deeth.”

"Aw, everybody knowswe dl have to die sometime," Chuck scoffed. "So what's new about
that?"

"Widll, the teacher told us there are two kinds of death,” Ron went on. "The death of our body is
onekind. Then thereis eternd death which means being separated from God and lost forever in
hell. But Jesus died to take the punishment for our sins. And if we tell Him we are sorry for our
sns and ask Him to comeinto our heart and be our Saviour, He will do it. Then when our body
dies, Jesus will teke usto live with Him in Heaven forever.”

"S0?" Chuck's voice wasn't encouraging. "o, 1...1...stayed and talked to the teacher after the class
was out,” Ron said. "And | asked Jesus to forgive me and be my Saviour, and He did, Chuck. | know
He did 'cause the teacher showed me from the Bible where Jesus said, 'l give unto them eternd life and
they shdl never perish." And another place where Jesus sad, '...him that cometh to Me | will in nowise
cast out.' | want you to have Jesus as your Saviour too, Chuck. |
know you will be glad just like | am.”

"No, Ron...I'll wait and seeif it doesyou any good beforell try it. ™

Chuck jerked himsdlf to a ditting podtion. He was frowning. "No, Ron," he said. "My sder Lois
came home from a camp one time and said she was saved. She acted real nice for awhile. But it didn't
last. She acts worse than ever now. So guessI'll wait and seeif it does you any good before | try it."

Deep disappointment swept over Ron as he watched Chuck take aflying legp over the back fence
and head for home. He had failed. But he wouldn't give up. He would prove to Chuck that being saved
redlly does make adifference in aperson'slife.

The following days were not easy for Ron. The other kids soon noticed that he had stopped
swearing and saying unkind things about the teachers. And when Ron refused to help them snesk
candy bars from old Ben at the corner store, they began to cal him "Preacher Boy." Chuck didn't
say much but he seemed to be watching Ron dl thetime. Worst of dl, Chuck began hanging
around with Ned Smons, the meanest boy in the class.

By Friday afternoon, Ron felt far from cheerful as he started out on his paper route in a steedy
drizzle of rain. Even though his papers were wrapped in plastic, he took specid care to put them
on the porch out of the rain a each house.

At last he was finished and as he turned into his own sStreet he saw a boy, with araincoat draped
over his head, dash out of the Bennett's yard and race down the street. Ron's forehead wrinkled in a
puzzled frown as he saw the boy turn into Chuck's yard. "That must be Chuck," Ron muttered to
himsdf. "I wonder what he was doing in the Bennett's yard. He knows they are on my route and |
aways leave their paper first because they are so fussy about having a clean one.”

Suddenly athought struck Ron and he ran down the street and up to the Bennett's porch. The neat
paper he had |eft there was gone. In its place was atorn, muddy paper that had been hastily
stuck into a plagtic bag. Without stopping to think, Ron tore down the street to Chuck's house.

Chuck was just garting to shut the garage door when Ron grabbed him. ™Y ou mean worm,” Ron
shouted furioudy. "Where is the Bennett's clean paper?’

"Leave me done!" Chuck yeled, trying to free himsdf. "I didn't tekeit.”

"Oh, yes, you did," Ron said, giving him a shake. "Give me that paper or | '11--I'll--"
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"Herée's your paper, Ron."

Ron whirled to see Ned step out of the garage and hand him the paper. "1 told Chuck | could prove
to him that your religion wouldn't last. And | did too, didn't I, Chuck?' Ned said. His grin was full of
triumph.

"You suredid,” Chuck answered. Then he looked at Ron'sangry face. "You get just as mad as
you dwaysdid when afdlow plays ajoke on you.

The scorn in Chuck's voice made Ron's face burn. "A joke?' Ron said miserably. "Y ou both know
how the Bennetts are about their paper. That was no joke." Ron felt sck ingde as he turned his back
on the boys and walked away.

As Ron |&ft the clean paper at the Bennetts, his Aunt Amy called from, her home across the street.

"Ron, come on over. Beth wants to see you."

Ron groaned inwardly as he walked across the street. He felt too hurt and unhappy to talk to
anyone, but he couldn't refuse Beth anything. Perhaps it was because she had been crippled by
polio and was so smdl and thin. Ron and Beth hadn't really known each other until afew days
ago when Beth's family had moved to the house just across the street. Thefirgt time he had visited
them, Ron had learned that Beth and her parents were fine Chrigtians.

"Hi, Ron," Beth said as he walked into the living room where she lay on the couch. A faint flush of
excitement brought color to her pale cheeks as she rushed on. "'l saw that mean boy change the papers.
| was just going to wave to you when you took off after him. What happened?’

Ron was glad his aunt had returned to the kitchen. He dumped down in his chair and heaved a
sgh. "l lost my temper, Beth. | yelled a him and shook him and--well, | guess Chuck was right.
Being saved didn't lat after dl!”

"Oh, Ron, of course it does," Beth's voice was earnest as she continued. "Daddy told me that
being saved doesn't mean we won't ever Sn again, because we gill have our old sinful sdf inus.

But he said we don't have to sin if we remember to ask Jesus to help us. But if we forget and do
wrong, Jesus will forgive usas soon aswetdl Him we are sorry. Y ou are sorry about losing
your temper, aren't you?"

"l suream,” Ron said. "And thanks alot for telling me dl thet, Beth. It must be greet to have
Chrigtian parents to explain thingsto you."

Beth brushed back her brown hair from her face and smiled a Ron. "Yes, it isgreat. And Ron, I'm
going to pray for that black-haired boy every day and ask Jesusto save him.”

Ron stared at her. "Black-haired? But it was Chuck who took the paper and he has blonde hair."

"No," Beth ingsted. "When the boy was changing the papers hisraincoat fdl off and | saw his
black hair."

Ron felt bewildered. He said goodbye to Beth and went home and up to his room. So Chuck
hadn't done it after al. He remembered now that Chuck didn't have araincoat on. Of course,

Chuck had helped, but it was Ned's idea, and Ned had changed the papers. Suddenly Ron dropped
on hisknees beside hisbed. "Dear Lord Jesus," he prayed. "I'm so sorry | lost my temper, but |
thank Y ou so much that | till belong to Y ou. Please help me to show Chuck, and Ned, too, that
belonging to Y ou does make a difference in my life. And please, please help them to be saved

too. "

What will happen when Ron goes to gpologize to Chuck and Ned?

What is Ron's secret Swword? Find out in the next chapter that will come with your next lesson.

Asafathful member of the Mailbox Club, you should send your answer page back within aweek if
possible. If we don't hear from you we will be very sad!
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YOUR ANSWER PAGE COURSE B - LESSON 1

1. Jesus Christ isthe of and He cannot

Once you have taken Him as your Saviour, He wants you to that you to belong to Him forever
2. Complete this verse: "These things have | written unto you that the name of the

. that ye may that ye have ""1John 5:13

3. Every child of God has the . The Holy Spirit helps us to know deep in our heart
that we are

4. The Holy Spirit teaches us to hate the . He makes us want to read the

He teaches usto love the

5. When Jesus lives in our heart, we don't want to act and . Instead, we want
to the Lord Jesus and do what is

Did you memorize the Memory Verse for thislesson?

IMPORTANT NOTICE - If you lose alesson or do not hear from us for long time, write us and we
will be glad to send your last lesson again.

Do you know for surethat you belongtothe Lord Jesus?
Name:
Questions & Comments.
If 1 have made corrections that you do not understand, please write me for an explanation

If you do not hear from thistest in two days please write inchrig@cainter.net

Do you have afriend that would like to do these Lessons? If S0, send me their user name and | will
send them my lid.



